4                      ILLUSION   AND   REALITY

Meanwhile, the Spanish Civil War had broken out. The
Poplar Branch threw itself into the campaign, with Caudwell
as one of the leading spirits. By November they had raised
enough money to buy an" ambulance, and Caudwell was chosen
to drive it across France. After handing it over to the Spanish
Government, he joined the International Brigade, and Was
killed in action on the Jarama on February 12, 1937.

In a letter from Spain he wrote: 'Tin beginning to feel an
old soldier, and already act as machine-gun instructor to our
section. I'm political delegate to the group, joint editor of the
wall newspaper, and have another political job, so you see I
have my spare time fairly well filled.'* He goes on to ask for
news from Poplar, no matter how small. "Out here", he conti-
nues, "where our Labour Party group meets in the Communist
Political Commissar's room in the offices of the local Anarchist
Trade Unions, it's difficult to imagine the frame of mind of the
Labour Party leadership at home."

His death was reported by a fellow Brigader, one of his best
friends, who has since been killed in the Second World War.
4'On the first day, John's section was holding a position on a
hill crest. They got it rather badly from all ways: first artillery,
then aeroplanes, then three enemy machine guns. The Moors
then attacked the hill in large numbers. As there were only a
few of our fellows left, including John, who had been doing
great work with his machine gun, the Company Commander
gave the order to retire. I got in touch later with one of his
section who was wounded while retiring, and he told me the
last he saw of John was covering the retreat with the Moors
less than thirty yards away. I enquired of all our chaps for him
for the next seven days, while I was on that front, but no one
had seen him again. It was obvious he never managed to get
off the hill."

Except for the novels and textbooks on aviation, all Gaud-
well's books are posthumous. Illusion and Reality was in the
press when he left for Spain; Studies in a Dying Culture
appeared in 1938, Poems and The Crisis in Physics m 1939.

In a review of The Crisis in Physics, Professor J. B. S. Haldane
wrote: "Caudwell has something to say about science, and
something very important indeed, though he only half-said it.
I believe that the bix>k will be a quarry of ideas of philosophers
for generations to come/' The same may be said of Illusion and
Reality. It marks an entirely new departure in literary criticism.
It is the first comprehensive attempt to work out a Marxist
theory of art, and, while some parts of the argument will
doubtless be modified by further research, it is as a whole a
permanent contribution to the subject, destined to become a
classic.